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“Chang is coming

“Change is coming”





• Introduce Low Emissions Zones (LEZ) 

into Scotland’s four biggest cities 

between 2018 and 2020

• LEZs into all other AQMAs by 2023 

where NLEF appraisals advocate such 

mitigation

• Promote the use of ultra-low emission 

vehicles (ULEVs), with a target to phase out 

the need for new petrol and diesel cars and 

vans by 2032

• Create Scotland’s first ‘electric highway’. 

• Doubling of active travel budget

• Introduce Europe’s most comprehensive 

network of cutting-edge remote sensing air 

quality monitors on local and trunk roads

• To help those who will have the most 

difficulty in making the transition, will create 

a Low Emission Zone Support Fund



ROSEANNA CUNNINGHAM MSP

Cabinet Secretary for Environment, Climate 
Change and Land Reform
“Delivering multiple LEZs across Scotland is ambitious. It represents the largest 
ever programme of transport-based air quality mitigation in Scotland.”

MICHAEL MATHESON MSP

Cabinet Secretary for Transport, Infrastructure 
and Connectivity
“It is critical is that LEZs are brought forward in tandem with other measures like 
bus priority” 

CLLR. ANNA RICHARDSON

GCC Convenor Transport and Environment  
“The LEZ will make significant reductions to air pollution in the city centre and when 
fully implemented, will cover all vehicles by December 2022”



TS Air Quality team

Dr. Stephen Thomson – Head of Air Quality

Yvette Sheppard* – Environment & Air Quality Manager

Katrina Shiells – Air Quality Legislation an Enforcement Policy Lead

Derek McCreadie – Senior Air Quality Emissions Adviser

Emma Whorlow – Briefings and Correspondence Officer

Clare Sloan – Administrator 



Air Quality Statements, Debates, MACCS and Parliamentary Questions; 

ECCLR Committee Air Quality Inquiry 2017 into 2018;  Inclusion of LEZs into 

Transport (Scotland) Bill; REC Committee Bill call for evidence in 2018, 

Scottish Parliament scrutiny of LEZs



LEZ Leadership Group

4 Cities Consistency 

Group

LEZ Delivery Groups

Group stakeholder 

engagements

TS Project Lead

TS Project Director

TS Project Managers

Governance



LEZs in the Transport (Scotland) Bill



A Scottish Government spokesperson said:

“As we set out in the Programme for Government, the need for the 

Scottish Government and the Scottish Parliament to process Brexit

legislation meant this might have an impact on the legislative 

programme. 

The deferral of a few bills are unconnected to the Budget and 

were discussed with the parliamentary bureau and agreed in 

conjunction with relevant committee Conveners. It is highly 

regrettable that Brexit is impacting on our priorities in this way.

We remain committed to the delivery of our ambitious 

legislative priorities, once this period of intense Brexit activity 

has passed.”



“…individuals driving vehicles which fail to meet specified emission 

standards will be prohibited from driving those vehicles in the designated 

geographical area. 

Where a person breaches this rule, a penalty charge will be payable 

unless the vehicle is exempt.”

http://www.parliament.scot/S5_Bills/Transport%20(Scotland)%20Bill/SPBill33ENS052018.pdf 



NLEF and powers 
to appraise an LEZ

https://www.gov.scot/publications/national-low-emission-framework/

Air quality-focused, evidence-based 

appraisal process 

Las to consider transport related actions 

to improve local air quality where 

transport is identified as the key 

contributor to air quality problems

PfG - LEZs into all other AQMAs by 

2023 where NLEF appraisals advocate 

such mitigation



LEZ objectives

The LEZ scheme objectives must include an 

objective of contributing towards meeting 

the air quality objectives prescribed under 

section 87(1) of the Environment Act 1995 

(regulations about air quality). 

Objectives met ≠ LEZ revoked



LA powers to make a LEZ: local authority may:

• make a LEZ scheme for all or part of its area (including trunk roads)

• amend or revoke LEZ scheme made by it 

• two or more local authorities can act jointly to make a LEZ



Ministerial approval

A low emission zone scheme cannot be 

made, amended or revoked unless the 

proposal to make, amend or revoke the 

scheme is approved by the Scottish 
Ministers.



Required content of a scheme

• Area on a map

• Specifying the 

roads

• Date when the 

scheme comes into 

effect

• Scheme objectives

• Scheme may not 

specify a private 

road or special 
road



Operating hours



Emission standards

“Although the specific emissions standard will 

be set by regulations and is not specified in 

the Bill, it may be a reasonable assumption 

that this will be consistent with the general 

leading emission standards for low emission 

zones established in Europe – presently Euro 

VI/6 for diesel vehicles and Euro 4 for 

petrol vehicles”

To be set out in Regulations…





Grace periods

The grace period applicable to non-residents must expire:

• not less than 1 year after it begins, and 

• not more than 4 years after it begins. 

The grace period applicable to residents must expire: 

• not less than 1 year after the expiry of the grace period 

applicable to non-residents, and 

• not more than 2 years after the expiry of that period. 



Insert detail in here

Enforcement and detection

Regulations will focus on approved devices and 

penalty method of issue, timings and manner of 

payment of a penalty + reviews and appeals 



Penalties

Only one penalty charge notice in the same 

day per LEZ to the registered keeper

DVLA record certifying a vehicle’s emission 

standard is determinative 

Fine not exceeding level 5 on the standard 

scale (+ surcharge option)



Penalties

Bill does not make reference to foreign 

vehicles

Challenges around enforcement of 

unregistered foreign vehicles:

• European vehicle databases

• Interoperability?
• European Electronic Toll System (EETS)



Application of penalty money

Any penalty monies only for the purposes of:

• facilitating (directly or indirectly) the 

achievement of the scheme’s objectives, 

and

• making any repayments required as a 

condition of a grant 



Time limited exemptions

1. Nationally consistent 

exemptions

2. Granting and renewal of a 

time-limited exemption by the 

LA 

The maximum period for an 

exemption must be no longer 

than 1 year.

National consistency as 

we consider options 

including: 

• Emergency services

• Military

• Blue Badge

• Historic

• Hearses

• Etc…



Temporary suspension

…suspend the LEZ…for a specified period 

…for the purposes of an event which:

• is being held within, or in the vicinity of, the 

zone to which the scheme relates, and 

• the local authority considers to be of 

national importance. 





Insert detail in here



Regulation and Guidance 
stakeholder workshops

2 April – 0900 to 1700 – Buchanan House, Glasgow

8 May – 0900 to 1700 – Buchanan House, Glasgow

11 June – 0900 to 1700 – Buchanan House, Glasgow
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